Glossary of Constitutional Terms

Act of God, is a direct, violent, sudden and irresistible act of nature, which could not be
by any reasonable care have been foreseen or resisted.

Act of Parliament, means a bill passed by the two Houses of Parliament and assented to
by President and in the absence of an express provision to the contrary, operative from
the date of notification in the Gazette.

Act of State, means the act of sovereign power of a country or its agent f acting intra-
vires). By its very nature such an act cannot be questioned by any Court fL w.

Address of President, is the prepared speech delivered by the Preside of India to both
Houses of Parliament assembled together at the commencem  of the fir Session after
each general election to Lok Sabha and at the commencement of e first Session of each
year informing Parliament of the causes of its summons ichis lat laid before and
discussed on a formal Motion of Thanks ineach H e of P liament or an address by the
President of India to either House of Parliamen of both House assembled together on
any other occasion.

Adjournment Motion, if Speaker gives s consent ter satisfying himself that the
matter to be raised is definitely urgent and f public importance and holds that the matter
prepared to be discussed i in order, h shall ¢ | the member concerned who small rise in
his place and ask for leave to  ove the adjournment of the House. If objection to leave
being granted is taken, the Speak r shall request those members who are in favour of
leave being granted to ise in their p aces, and if not less than fifty members rise
accordingly, the Spea er shall in mate that leave is granted, if not, he shall inform the
House that the membe have no to leave the House,

Adj urnm nt of House, in Lok Sabha the Speaker determines when sitting of House is
toadjo rnsin e or to a particular day or to an hour or part of same day while in Rajya
Sabha iti the Ch irman who determines.

Admonition, a judicial or ecclesiastic censure or reprimand.

Advocate-General, the Attorney-General and after him, the advocate-General of a State
have precedence over other advocates.

Affirmation, is a solemn declaration without oath.



Amendment, is a device to alter a motion moved or question under discussion in the
legislature, includes omission, substitution, addition and insertion of certain words,
figures or marks to the clause of a bill, a resolution or a motion or to an amendment made
there of is a structural improvement.

Anglo-Indian, is of a British birth but living or having lived long in India.

Appeal, is the judicial examination of the decision by a higher court of the decision of an
inferior court.

Appropriation Bill, is the act of devoting or reserving for special or dis nct pu pose or
of destining to a particular end; anything set aside especially money for sp ificu

Arrest, is the restraining of the liberty of a man's person in ord rto co pel obedience to
the order of a court of justice, or to prevent the commission crime, or o ensure that a
person charged or suspected of a crime may be forthcomi g to an wer it is when one is
taken into custody and restrained from his liberty.

Assent to Bill, is ratification, sovereign's form acquies nce i a measure passed by
legislature.

Attorney-General, is the Chief Law Of er of a country, legal adviser to the Chief
Executive.

Backward Classes, the listo  BCs are p epared by the Central Government and are
revised after the expiry of every 0 years. —Are the classes slow in development.

Ballot, is a small ball icket or p per used in secret voting.

Begar, i alabo rorservic xacted by court or a person in power without giving
rem neratio

Bill, isa aftof aw proposed to a lawmaking body is the draft or form of an Act
presented to legislature but not enacted.

Breach of privile e, disregard of any of the privileges, rights and immunities either of
the members of Parliament individually or of either House of Parliament in its collective
capacity or of its committees, also includes action which obstruct the House in the
performance in its functions and thereby lower its dignity and authority such as
disobedience of its legitimate order or libel upon itself, or its member or officers which
are called contempt of the House.



Budget, refers to the statement of the estimated receipts and expenditure of the
Government of India known as annual financial statement; it is caused to be laid before
both House of Parliament by the President in respect of every financial year on such day
as he may direct.

Bulletin, is an official notice of a public transaction or matter of public importance.

Business to the House, is the relative order of the items of businessinthe H e ofa
legislature to be taken up on a particular day.

Cabinet, is a private and confidential assembly of the most consid  ble m nister ~ State
of concert measures for the administration of public affairs.

Censure Motion, is a motion moved against the governm nt cens ring its policy in some
direction or an individual minister or minister of the Gov nment.

Certiorari, is a writ of High Court to an inferi  court to all up the records of a case
therein depending that conscionable justice ma be therein administered. —Is issued by
the superior Court to inferior judicial or quasi-ju icial bo y, grounds for invoking are
excess of jurisdiction, violation of natur justice, fraud and terms on the face of the
record. Conditions for issuing this writ are: ) a body of persons having legal authority,
(ii) to determine questions ltering righ s of su ects, (iii) having the duty to act
judicially, (iv) act in excess 0 heir legal uthority, (v) issued on constitutional grounds
also.

Chief whip, is the ch f of the w ips of different political parties in Parliament (generally
the Minister of Parliam ntary A airs).

Cit en,is me of a State or nation, especially one with a republican form of
govern ent, w owes allegianes to it by birth or naturalisation and is entitled to full
civil right

Closure, isthe  rliamentary Procedure by which debate is closed and the measure under
discussion brough up for an immediate vote is the procedure in deliberative assemblies
whereby debate is closed.

Coalition, usually takes place in multi-party system in which no single party is able to
command support of a working majority.



Comptroller and Auditor-General, is the officer who is responsible for the auditing of
all public accounts.

Concurrent List, is a list of subjects appended to a federal Constitution in respect of
which the federal legislature and the State of regional legislatures have power to make
laws, federal law prevailing in case of conflict.

Consolidated fund, is a repository of public money which now comprises the produce of
customs, excise, stamps and several other taxes, and some small receipts fr e royal
hereditary revenue surrendered to its public use.

Constituent Assembly, is a legislative body charged with task of f ming r revising a
Constitution, set up for India after it became independent in 19 7 for th purpose of
framing its Constitution.

Constitution, is the system of fundamental laws and prin ples of a g vernment written
or unwritten is the basic law defining and delimiti ~ he prin ipal organs of Government

and their jurisdiction as well as the basic rights fmen a d citiz ns.

Contempt of court, is a disobedience to r disr ard of t e rules, orders, process, or
dignity of a court, which has power to p ish for such offence by committal.

Contingency fund, is plac d at he disposal of he executive to meet the unforeseen
expenditure.

Court, is a place whe justice is ju icially administered.
Debate, is a Par amen ry discu sion.
Def ction, ab d nment of loyalty, duty, principle etc.,

Delegate legisla on, is rules and regulations with the effect of law made by the
executive un r statutory sanction by Parliament.

Deprivation, is a oss of dismissal from office refers to property taken under the power
of eminent domain.

Deputy Speaker, is the Officer of the House of a legislature who takes the Chair during
the absence of the Speaker and performs his duties in relation to all proceedings in the
House.



Directive Principles of State Policy, lay down guidelines which can be implemented
only by passing legislation.

Discrimination, is a difference in treatment of two or more persons or subject is an act of
depriving an individual or a group of equality of opportunity.

Dissolution, is the civil death of Parliament.

Doctrine of severability, is a rule of interpretation; it means that where ome p ticular
provision of statute offends against a constitutional limitation, but thatp vi onis
severable from the rest of the statute, only the offending provision ill be clared oid

by the court and not the entire statute.

Double jeopardy, is subjection of an accused person to r peated ial for the same
alleged offence.

Due process of law, is the law in conformity w th due p cess concept adopted by the
American Constitution; the process of law whi h hears be re it condemns; judiciary can
declare a law bad, if it is not in accordan  with ue proc ss even though the legislation
may be within the competence of the leg lature concerned.

Election, is act of selecting one or mor form greater number for an office.

Election Commission, is a cons utional body created for the purpose of holding
elections to Parliamen State Legis tures and Offices of President and Vice-President.

Electoral colleg , is an interme ary body chosen by electors to choose the
represen tives nan indire election.

Electo Iroll, known as voter's list in common parlance; is the basic document on
which the whole  ctoral process is founded.

Equal protecti  all individuals and classes will be equally subjected to the ordinary
law administered y the law courts.

Equality, is the state of being equal in political, economic and social rights.

Existing law, is the law in force at the passage of an Act.



Expulsion, is the unseating of members for offences committed against the House or for
grave misdemeanours.

Extradition, is the surrender by a foreign State of a person accused of a crime to the
State where it was committed.

Financial memorandum, is a memorandum required to accompany all bills involving
expenditure.

Fundamental duties, are certain obligations on the part of a citizen whi h he o she owes
towards the State so that the individual may not overlook his duties to th communi y
while exercising his fundamental right or commit wanton destructi of p lic pro erty
or life.

Fundamental rights, is protected and guaranteed by the ritten onstitution of a State.

Gazette, is the official newspaper of the Governm  is kno n as the Gazette of India or
the Official Gazette of a State.

Government, is a established system of politica dminis ation by which State is
governed.

Habeas corpus, command a Judge of he infe or court to produce the body of the
defendant with a statement of e cause of is detention, to do and to receive whatever
the higher court shall decree

Hung Parliament, is a Parliame t wherein no party has won a working majority.

Impeachment, person fo d guilty may be removed from his office.

Joints ting,i joint sitting of both Houses of a bicameral legislature for setting a
disagreem nt betw en them.

Judgment, ord or sentence given by a judge or law court.

Judicial review, is the power of the court to review statutes or administrative acts and
determine their constitutionality. The examination of federal and State legislature statutes
and the acts of executive officials by the Courts to determine their validity according to
written Constitutions.



Judiciary, is the body of officers who administer the law.
Law, all the rules of conduct established and enforced by the authority.
Legislative relations, in case of conflict the union law prevails.

Legislature, is the body of persons in a State authorised to make, alter and repeal law. It
may consist of one or two Houses with similar or different powers.

Liberty, is something which results from a permission given to or some hing en oyed
under sufferance by a particular person or body or persons as opposed to enj ymen by
all and sundry.

Locus standi, means a place for standing, right to be heard

Maiden speech, is one’s first or earliest speech especially n Parliam nt.

Martial law, is arbitrary in its decisions and is not built n any ettled principles.

Migration, means coming to India with t e inte ion of r siding here permanently.

Minority, is racial, religious or political gr ps smaller than and differing from larger,
controlling group of which tis a party

Money Bill, is a bill which cont ns only provisions dealing with the imposition, repeal,
remission, alteration o regulation o taxes etc.

Motion is a pro osal made in the House of a legislature to elicit its decision on a subject.

Oa h,isar ual i declaration, based on an appeal to God or some revered person or
object atone ill speak the truth, keep a promise, remain faithful etc.

Office of pr fit, is an employment with fees and emoluments attached to it; where pay or
salary is attache to an office, it immediately and indisputably makes the office and
"office of profit".

Official gazette, means the Gazette of India or the Official Gazette of a State.

Ordinance, is a State paper operative as a fundamental law, yet not describable as either
a Constitution or a statute.



Personal liberty, consists in the power of locomotion, of changing situation or moving
one's person to whatever place one's own inclination may direct, without imprisonment or
restraint unless by due course of law.

Petition, is a solemn, earnest supplication or request to a superior or to a person or group
in authority.

Pith and substance, is a doctrine relating to the interpretation of statutes, d by the
Privy Council, to solve the problem of two competing legislatures.

Preamble, is an introduction, especially one to a constitutional st te etc stating ts
reason and purpose.

President, is Chief executive of a Republic.

Presumption of constitutionality, is an assumpti ade f ing proof of the contrary
that an enactment is in accordance with the Co stitution The pr sumption is always in
favour of the constitutionality of an enactment nd the bur en is upon him who attacks it
to show that there has been a clear transg ession f the co stitutional principles.
Privilege, is an exceptional right or advanta e

Privy purse, was the sum fix by the Go ernment of India for covering the expenses of
each of the rulers of former Indi  States and their families in consideration of their
agreement of merger i the Indian U ion.

Probationer, isone w is on p obation or trial.

Pro edure sta i hed by law, is the procedure prescribed by the law of the State. It
doesn mean e due process of law.

Prohibition, s aremedy provided by the Common Law against the encroachment of
jurisdiction.

Proportional representation, is a method of representation designed to secure the
election of candidates in proportion to the numerical strength of each section of political

opinion thus accurately reflecting the political feeling of the country in Parliament.

Question hour, is the time fixed for asking and answering oral questions in a sitting in a



legislature; it is fixed under the rules of the House or standing orders.

Qua warranto, is a writ ordering a person to show by what right he exercises an office,
franchise or privilege.

Quorum, is a minimum number required to be present at an assembly before it can
validly proceed to transact business.

Reasonable restriction, is restrictions imposed by State on the enjoyment
fundamental rights.

Religion, is the specific system of belief, worship, conduct involvi ga Co of eth cs
and philosophy.

Repugnancy, is contradictory of each other, set of clause in stat es, will, etc,.
Resjudicata, is final judgment already decided bet  nthe me parties or their privies
on the same questions by a legally constituted ourt havi g juri diction is conclusive
between the parties, and the issue cannot be ra ed again.

Rule, is an established guide or regulati  for action, conduct.

Rule of law, is absolute su rem ly or p edomi nce of regular law as opposed to the
influence of arbitrary power's uality bef re the law or the equal subjection of all classes

to the ordinary law court; Consti tion is the result of the ordinary law of the land.

Session, connotes the sitting tog her of the legislative body for the transaction of
business.

Sha owca ine i body of opposition leaders meeting from time to time and ready to
take of ce.

State, compr es people, territory, government through which its policies are
implemented an sovereignty having authority to make final legal decisions and having
physical power to nforce them.

State Act, is an Act passed by Legislature of a State established or continued by the
Constitution.

Statute, is synonymous with Act of Parliament.



Subordinate legislation, is a making of statutory instruments or orders by a body
subordinate to the legislature in exercise of the power within specific limits conferred by
the legislature, also covers statutory instruments themselves.

Swear, is to make a solemn declaration or affirmation with an appeal to God or to
someone or something held sacred for confirmation.

Untouchability, is social disabilities historically imposed on certain classe eople by
reason of their birth in certain castes.

Vote, is a decision by one or more persons on a proposal, resoluti  expre ed by t cket,
ballot, or voice.

Vote on account, is estimate of an advance payment to enable G ernment Departments
to carry on their work from beginning of financial year til the passin of Appropriation
Act.

Walk out, is a strike, an informal or unauthor ed strike, n action of leaving a meeting
or organisation as an expression of disapp oval; ontinue absence from the meetings of
an organisation as an expression of disap oval.





