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NCERT Class 8t Civics Summary

Chapter 1

The Indian Constitution

For the proper functioning of a country, laws are necessary.

A Constitution consists of a set of rules and principle rn the
country.

¢

The Indian Constitution was drafted by the @nt Assembly
which was formed in December 1946.

The Constituent Assembly consiste members in 1946. It
was headed by Dr. Rajendra Pragad:

The Constituent Assemb)@@ed the work in two years, eleven

months and eighteen d
L 4
The Constitution o was adopted on 26th November 1949 and

came into fOfS 2‘ January 1950.
' s of the Indian Constitution are Federalism,

form of government, separation of powers,
al rights, an independent judiciary, and secularism.

ndamental rights have been granted to the citizens of India.

A secular state is that which does not officially promote any
particular religion as the state religion.

Society is bound to a certain set of rules which makes it what it is
and differentiates it from other kinds of society. These rules, in large
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societies in which different communities of people live together, are
formulated through consensus. In modern countries, this consensus
is usually available in written form. A written document in which we
find such rules is known as a Constitution.

Constitution lays certain ideals that form the basis of the kind of
country that we as citizens aspire to live in.

which they want the country to be governed. This inclUdes the type
of government and also an agreement on certaimfideals that they all
believe the country should uphold.

Principles and ideals of a monarchy are
a democracy. Therefore soon after ition in the governing
system in Nepal, the governmen ed'the process of making a

new Constitution of Nepal becauseythe earlier one did not suit their
new setup.

The country of Ne e change all its constitutive rules in
order to usher in ape ocratic society for which people had
struggled for a | ng\ d.
4

fines the nature of a country’s political system.
ing is the supreme power whereas in a democracy
e country. The government is run by the

ives elected by people at large.

re en

The Constitution also describes rules that guard against misuse of
power by the leaders. In India such provisions have been made in
the section of Fundamental Rights.
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The Indian Constitution guarantees the Right to Equality. In one of
the Fundamental Rights to all persons and says that no citizen can
be discriminated against on grounds of religion, race, caste, gender,
and place of birth.

The Constitution ensures that a dominant group does not use its
power against other, less powerful people or groups.

The Constitution also contains rules that ensure that minarities are
not excluded from anything that is normally available o the ' majority.
Thus the Constitution prevents the tyranny or dominatiensy the
majority of a minority.

The Constitution helps to protect us agaipst certain decisions that
we might take that could have an adverse effect on the larger
principles that the country believes in.

After independence, it waswnanimously agreed that India should be
a democratic state where eyetyone must avail equal opportunity.

For this, there was awneed for Constitution which could ensure a
perfect democracy®A group of around three hundred people who
became members of the Constituent Assembly in 1949 and who
met periodically for the fext three years to write Indian Constitution.

There were'so many factors, most of them quite contrary to each of
them,, teybe assimilated with clear cut explanations that made the
taskyery difficult. However, the Constitution was finalised with a lot
ofiunique features.

Federalism is the prime feature of our Constitution which refers to
the existence of more than one level of government in the country.
In India there are governments at the state and the centre.
Panchayati Raj is the third tier of the government.
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While each state in India enjoys autonomy in exercising powers on
certain issues, they are bound to follow the laws of the central
government as a matter of national concern. The Constitution
clearly defines the jurisdictions of powers of the government at state
and that at center.

Parliamentary form of Government is the other feature of Indian
Constitution which provides that the different tiers of governments
shall constitute of the representatives elected by the people. It also
guarantees universal adult suffrage for all citizens.

The provision for separation of powers in the Censtitution of India
recommends for three organs of the State: the'legislature, the
executive and the judiciary. The legislaturgfrefersto our elected
representatives whereas the executive rgfers,to a smaller group of
people who are responsible for implementing laws and running the
government and the judiciary refegs td the system of courts in the
country for preventing the misusé&iof péWer by any branch of the
State. It also ensures the balance,ofpower between all three
organs.

The feature of Fundamental Rights is the ‘conscience’ of the Indian
Constitution. These'Rights protect citizens against the arbitrary and
absolute exercise of pawer by the State. The Constitution, thus,
guarantees thexrights of individuals against the State as well as
against otheémindividuals.

The Eundamental Rights in the Indian Constitution include:

T Right to Equality,

2. Right to Freedom,

3. Right against Exploitation,

4. Right to Freedom of Religion,

5. Cultural and Educational Rights,
6. Right to Constitutional Remedies.
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In addition to the Fundamental Rights there is the provision of
Directive Principles of State Policy which ensure greater social and
economic reform, and serve as a guide to the independent Indian
State to institute laws and policies that help reduce the poverty of
the masses.

Secularism, a key feature of the Indian Constitution, defines
secular state is one in which the state does not officially pr e
any one religion as the state religion.

The Constitution, thus, plays a crucial role in laying oﬁ! ideals
that we would like all citizens of the ¢
country to adhere to, including the representat@\at we elect to

rule us.

Constitution: Usually a written doc t'which contains the rules
of governing a sovereign state. &

Consensus: Agreement o he“people on an issue.

Democracy: A f vernment in which people at large hold
the ultimate powerx ernance. The representatives of people
constitute the gevernment and undertake the Constitutional
responsibilities,injorderito achieve the ideals of the Constitution.

| Rights: The set of Rights which ensures the life of
onor to all who live in its jurisdiction.

Funda
lity: State of being equal in all respects.

Majority: Maximum in number.

Minority: Minimum in number.
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Federalism: The existence of more than one levels of government
in the country.

Representative: The person who is elected by people through a
general election to represent a constituency in the government.

Secularism: A system under which a state does not officiall
promote any one religion as a state religion. O

G
-
O
oS
¥
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Chapter 2

Understanding Secularism

A country which does not officially promote any religion as it's
country’s religion is a secular country. India is one of them.

India adopted a policy to separate the power of religio
power of the state.

The separation of religion from the state is kno@ Secularism.

The state can intervene in religion in ordér t@,end an evil social
practice which it believes discrimina@ violates fundamental

rights.
The Indian secularism is di engw other democratic countries
as the Indian states can i e in religious affairs.

The term secularﬁ%to the separation between the power of
religion and the po% the State. This is important for a country to

function democ ticw .

o chief reasons why the separation between religion

important.

e first is to prevent the domination of one religion over

another.

« The second is to protect the freedom of individuals to come
out of their religion, embrace another religion or have the
freedom to interpret religious teachings differently. We can
give an example of the practice of untouchability which
allowed upper caste people to dominate lower caste people.
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Secularism’s opposition to institutionalized religion means that it
promotes freedom and equality between and within religions.

Indian secularism does protect an individual’s religious freedom by
maintaining a separation from religion.

The Indian State is not ruled by a religious group. It also does not
support any one religion.

In [ndia, government spaces such as law courts, police stations,
government schools and offices are not supposed to defonstrate
or promote any one religion.

Indian secularism follows a strategy of nén-interference. But at
some time it also intervenes in religioasAgain"we can give an
example of the practice of untouchabilitys The Indian Constitution
bans this practice. [n this instance, thes8tate is intervening in
religion in order to end a sagial'practice that it believes
discriminates and excludes,and that violates the fundamental rights
of lower caste people.

The intervention ofthe'State can also be in the form of support.

Indian secularismiis different from that of other democratic countries
such as the United States of America. There is a strict separation
betweenreligion and the State in American secularism but in Indian
seculafism, as mentioned above, the State can intervene in
religious affairs.

In Indian secularism, though the State is not strictly separate from
religion it does maintain a principled distance vis-a-vis religion. This
means that any interference in religion by the State has to be based
on the ideals laid out in the Indian Constitution.
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Secularism: It refers to the separation of religion from the State.

Coercion: Forcing someone to do something. In the chapter, the
term refers to the force used by a legal authority such as the State.

Freedom to interpret: It refers to the freedom that all persons
have to understand things in their own way. In the chapter, it
to individual liberty to develop their own understanding a
meaning of the religion they practice. 0

Intervene: In the chapter, the term refers to the Stategorts to
influence a particular matter in accordance wit rihciples of the

3
S
¥
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Chapter 3
Why Do We Need a Parliament?

The Indian Parliament was formed after 1947 to enable the citiz
of India to participate in decision making and control the
government.

The Parliament is made up of elected representative@;rent

political parties and has a lot of power.
4

The Parliament consists of total of 343 repr @es. They are
called Members of Parliament.

Parliament has two houses Lok S . Lower House and Rajya
Sabha, i.e. Upper House, headed by r presiding officers i.e.,
speaker and chairman res

The Vice-President. is je@rman of Rajya Sabha.

\ g

In the Parliament, some'seats are reserved for SC, ST and women
candidates. *

The Mo IINs presented only in Lok Sabha, whereas an
ordi an be presented in any of the Houses.

ortant functions of Parliament include making laws, and to
control, guide and inform the government.

India got freedom after a long and tough struggle. In this struggle
for freedom people from different backgrounds participated. They
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were greatly inspired by the ideas of freedom, equality and
participation in decision-making.

The British government had created such a havoc that they never
dared to criticise any of their decisions even if they did not agree
with them.

The freedom movement changed this situation. The natiopalists
began to openly criticise the British government and make
demands. They demanded that there should be elected members in
the legislature with a right to discuss the budget and ask.questions.
The Government of India Act 1909, allowed forgs®me elected
representation.

However, all adults were not allowed to*viote.¥Also people could not
participate in decision making undenthe\British rule.

But the nationalists wantedithat®all persons in independent India
would be able to participatg immaking decisions.

Therefore, when lndia got freedom, the dreams and aspirations of
the freedom struggle, were made concrete in the Constitution. The
Constitution of lndependent India laid down the principle of
universal adultfranchis€. Now, all adult citizens of the country have
the votinggight:

In a demgacratic form of government, the individual or citizen is the
m@st Important person. Now the question arises how does the
individuial give approval to the government? One way of doing so is
through elections.

People would elect their representatives to the Parliament, then one
group from among these elected representatives forms the
government.
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The Parliament is made up of all representatives together and it
guides the government.

It means people through their chosen representatives form the
government and control it.

The Indian Parliament came into existence in 1947. It is the
representative of the people and enjoys immense power

Elections to the Parliament are held in a similar manr@ they are
4

for the state legislature.
@ars. The

The Lok Sabha is usually elected once ev

country is divided into several constitue ch of these
constituencies elects one person to t liament.
The candidates who contest e &s usually belong to different
political parties. Once elected, t candidates become Members
of Parliament, also know s. These MPs together form the
Parliament.

L 2
The Parliament pe several functions. It selects the national
government. *

The Patliamentin India consists of the President, the Rajya Sabha
and abha.

Lok Sabha elections are declared, the leader of the party
withthe majority of elected members is invited by the President to
form a government. The other political parties form the opposition.
The largest amongst these parties are known as the opposition

party.
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Sometimes, it so happens that one political party does not get a
clear majority. In such a situation a group of parties comes together
to form a government. Such a government is known as a coalition
government.

The Prime Minister of India is the leader of the ruling party in th

Lok Sabha. From the MPs who belong to his party, the Prim

Minister selects ministers to work with him to implement d:’ S.
he

The Rajya Sabha functions primarily as the represen@
states of India in the Parliament.

2

It plays an important role of reviewing and terations are
required) the laws initiated by the Lok S

The Parliament keeps a check on r@bis ers and their work. MPs
have the right to question the ministe out the working of their

departments. This is usual ing the question hour.

the questions by th

The government gets vEl@feedback and is kept on its toes by

In all matters dealing, finances, the Parliament’s approval is
crucial for the rnment.

nt makes laws for the entire country.

liament now has more and more people from diverse
backgrounds.

There has also been an increase in political participation from the
Dalit and backward castes and the minorities.
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Some seats are reserved in the Parliament for SCs and STs.

It has also been suggested that there should be reservation of seats
for women. However, this issue is still debated.

EVM: It stands for Electronic Voting Machine.

Approval: It refers to the formal consent through electe
representatives that Parliament has as well as the fa eeds
to continue to enjoy the people’s trust.

¢
Representative: The person who is elected b@eople is known
as the people’s representative.

Universal Adult Franchise: All ad izens of the country enjoy
the right to vote.

Coalition: When one part @t get a clear majority, a group of
political parties
form a coalition and,elect der who then forms a government,
known as a coalitio ment.

k

Parliament:

ent in India consists of the President, the
e Lok Sabha. It is the highest law-making body
is also known as Sansad.

It is Chaired by the Vice-President of India.

Lok Sabha: It is also known as the House of the People. Its total
membership is 545.
It is presided over by the Speaker.
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Opposition Party: The opposition in Parliament is formed by all the
political parties that oppose the majority party or coalition formed.
The largest amongst these parties is known as the opposition party.

Ruling party: The party that rules the country.

Unresolved: It refers to the situations in which there are no eas

solutions to problems. O

.
3

S

¥
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Chapter 4

Understanding Laws

In Indian democracy, the Parliament is in charge of making law
According to the constitution, all are equal before law.

The rule of law applies equally to all citizens and no o @e
eé tEn,

above the law. Neither a government servant nor ev

president of the country.
4
' nishment.

In ancient times, there were so many,da ne British Government
introduced the rule of law. This Ia{ arbitrary.

Any crime or violation of law is subject to spe

In India, citizens can expressthe willingness by holding
meetings or writing in newspapers to accept repressive laws.

When any law fa\b*gvoup and disregards the other, then it is
called Controversia\. This type of law leads to conflict.
4

In India, t
controvers

as the power to cancel or modify any type of
framed by the Parliament.

A ons in independent India are equal before the law. It means
law cannot discriminate between persons on the basis of
their'religion, caste or gender. Laws apply equally to all citizens of

the country and no one, not even the President of the country is

above the law.

Any crime or violation of law has a specific punishment.

16 www.jkchrome.com www.jkchrome.com www.jkchrome.com



But in ancient India laws did not apply equally to all. Even the
punishment that two persons received for the same crime varied
depending on their caste backgrounds, with lower castes being
more ruthlessly penalised.

Even the colonial government failed to establish the rule of law in
India. The colonial law was arbitrary. The Sedition Act of 1870
presents the best example of the arbitrariness of British law, Under
this Act, any person protesting or criticising the British government
could be arrested without due trial.

Indian nationalists raised voice against the arbitrasy use of authority
by the British. They began fighting for greater egtiality and wanted
to change the idea of law from a set of rulgs that they were forced
to obey, to law as including ideas of justiCe.

By the end of the 19th century, thé'Indian legal profession also
began emerging and demanded, reéspect in colonial courts.

Indian judges began to play a¢greater role in making decisions.
Their efforts did notagolin vain. The rule of law emerged during the
colonial period.

When the Indian'Constitution came into existence, laws for the
country be@anto be made by our representatives.

The Indian Parliament makes laws for the entire country.

Whenever, people think that a new law is necessary, they propose
for it. The Parliament then comes forward and does what is
required.

The issue of domestic violence was raised by the people. It was
brought to the attention of the Parliament which in due course
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passed a law ‘The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence
Act’ to uproot this issue.

The role of citizens is crucial in helping Parliament frame different
concerns that people might have into laws.

Sometimes it so happens that laws passed by the Parliamentiturn
out to be unpopular. Sometimes a law can be constitutionatiy,valid
and hence legal, but it can continue to be unacceptable t@ pedple
because they feel that the intention behind it is unfairfandarmful.
In such a situation, people might civilize this law by holding
meetings, etc.

When a large number of people begin togaise Wpice against a
wrong law, then the Parliament has to change it.

We can make it clear through antexample. Various municipal laws
on the use of space within mufigiple,limits often make hawking and
street vending illegal. No cne'will dispute the necessity for some
rules to keep the public spaceyopen for people’s convenience. At
the same time one €anhotdeny that hawkers and vendors provide
essential services. { his is*their means of livelihood.

Hence, if the fawifavours one group and disregards the other it will
be controvérsial and lead to conflict. In such a situation people can
go to the,court Which has the power to modify or cancel laws if it
finds thatthey do not adhere to the constitution.

Imaidemocratic country like India people have full right to protest
unjust laws.

Rule of Law: It means that all laws apply equally to all citizens of
the country and no one can be above the law.
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Sedition: This applies to anything that the government might
consider as stiring up resistance or rebellion against it. The British
passed the Sedition Act in 1870. Under this Act any person
protesting or criticising the British government could be arrested
without a trial.

Evolution: In the chapter, it refers to the way in which protecti
women against domestic violence developed from an urge el
need to a new law that can be enforced in the entire cou

Hindu Succession Amendment Act, 2005: Accordig)this law,
sons, daughters and their mothers can get an | share of family
property.

or harm caused by an adult male, u husband, against his
wife: Injury may be caused by physically/beating up the woman or

by emotionally abusing her, A the women usually includes
verbal, sexual and economiGabuse.

Criticize: In the ch%@rm refers to citizens who find fault

Domestic violence: It refers to the in'|u or harm or threat of injury
f

with the functionirlt nment.

0
Repressive: e éhapter, the term refers to laws that use brutal
methods persons and prevent them from exercising their
Funda ghts.
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Chapter 5

Judiciary

In India, to enforce the rule of law, we have a judicial system, wi
is an organ of the state.

The judicial system plays an important role in the funct':f

Indian democracy.

The important functions of the judicial system, efudiciary are:
Dispute Resolution, Judicial review, Upholdi ed aw and

Enforcing the Fundamental Rights.
In [ndia, there are three different | v@court, i.e. District Court,
High Court, and the Supreme Cr&

The law declared by the reme Court is binding on all courts as it

is the highest level co the country.
L 2
Supreme Court is h by the Chief Justice and 25 other Judges.

They are appointed by the President of India.

In Indiagthere are two branches of the legal system, i.e. Civil Law
and inal law.

deals with any harm or injury to the rights of an individual.

Criminal Law deals with conducts or acts that the laws define an
offense.
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Supreme court has devised a mechanism called PIL, i.e. Public

Interest Litigation so that a poor person can easily get access to
justice.

The rule of law is enforced through a judicial system which consists
of the mechanism of courts. Whenever a law is violated one can
approach these courts.

The judiciary is an organ of the State. It plays a major role,in a
democratic country. It performs several functions:

« — The judiciary not only applies the law offthe’cotintry, it also
settles disputes and punishes the guiltys, These disputes may
take place between citizens, betwegnicitizens and the
government, between two state gdwernments and between
the centre and state government.

« The judiciary has the power o modify or cancel laws if it finds
that they violate the basicstructure of the constitution. This is
know as judicial reviews

« In case our Fundameéntal'Rights are violated, we can
approach the Supreme Court or the High Court. In this sense,
the courts play“a mekry significant role in protecting our
Fundamental Rights.

We have an independent judiciary. It means that the courts are not
under the gevernment and do not act on their behalf.

The €ourts play a central role in ensuring that there is no misuse of
powenby the legislature and executive.

There are three different levels of courts in our country. At the
district level, we have subordinate district courts. At the State level,
we have several High Courts. The High Court is the highest judicial
authority in a state. At the top is the Supreme Court. The Supreme
Court of India is the highest judicial authority in our country. It is
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located is New Delhi and is presided over by the Chief Justice of
India. The decisions made by the Supreme Court is binding on all
other courts in India.

We have an integrated judicial system. It means that the decisions
made by the higher courts are binding on the lower courts.

Different levels of courts are connected to each other through the
appellate system which means that a person can appeal 'to a higher
court if they are not satisfied with the judgement passed by the
lower court.

Court cases are broadly divided into two categories”

« Civil cases deals with matters like,meney, property,
inheritance, marriage disputes, etc:

. Criminal cases deal with cases ofstheft, cheating, robbery,
physical injury and murdénr

In Civil cases, a petition hias tg be filed before the relevant court by
the affected party only fThe,court gives the specific relief asked for.

Criminal cases ysuallyybegin with the lodging of an FIR with the
police who inyestigate the crime after which a case is filed in the
court. If found'guilty, the accused can be sent to jail.

In prifieiple, all citizens of India can approach the courts in the
country and seek

justice”But in reality, courts are not easily accessible. For a vast
majority of the poor in India, it is very difficult to approach the
courts. Legal procedures involve a lot of money and paperwork
takes up a lot of time. Therefore, poor people often avoid to go to
the courts to get justice.
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The Supreme Court, therefore, devised a mechanism of Public
Interest Litigation or PIL in the early 1980s in order to increase
access to justice. It allowed any individual or organisation to file a
PIL in the High Court or the Supreme Court on behalf of these
whose rights were being violated. The legal process was greatly
simplified and even a letter or telegram addressed to the Supre
Court or the High Court could be treated as a PIL.

Judicial System: It is a mechanism of courts that a citiz@

approach when a law is violated. 0

Judicial review: The judiciary has the power t dify or cancel
particular laws passed by the Parliament if it fi@at they do not

adhere to the Constitution. This is known review.
Violation: It means breaking a law aching someone’s
Fundamental Rights. &

Separation of power: It that the powers of the state and the

powers of the judiciary arg separate
government and d ot act on its behalf.

To a;@ ile a petition before a higher court.
Acquit:“Fhe court declaring that a person is not guilty of the crime

e/she was tried for by the court.

g
Independent judiu& It means that the judiciary is not under the
oe
4

Civil law: It deals with matters like money, property, marriage
disputes, etc. °
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Criminal law: It deals with cases of theft, robbery, cheating,
murder, etc.

PIL: It stands for Public Interest Litigation. It has been devised to
facilitate justice.

O

.
O

x®
&

&
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Chapter 6

Understanding Our Criminal Justice

System
There are four key players in the criminal justice system: T e@
Police, The Public Prosecutor, The Defence Lawyer and

Judge. 0

The main role of the police is to investigate a cui when FIR, i.e.
First Information Report is registered at a poIic@on.

An investigation includes recording statémentof witness and

collecting different kinds of evidencO

The role of the Public Pros ins when the police have filed
the charge sheet in the co

The Public Proseg ndticts the prosecution on the behalf of the
State. x
The Judge c ts’th trial impartially in an open court and on the
basis of t ence presented, he pronounces the sentence.

o Indian Constitution, every citizen, irrespective of the
aste, gender, religion and background must get a fair trial
accused.

A boy under 15 years of age and women cannot be called to the
Police Station only for questioning.
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The Indian Constitution guaranteed that every arrested person must
be presented before a magistrate within 24 hours of arrest.

There are four people who play a key role in our criminal justice
system. These are: the police, the Public Prosecutor, the defence
lawyer and the judge.

The role of the police begins with the lodging of an FIR in ice
station. After the registration of the FIR, the police start t
investigation. On the basis of the investigation, they f@
opinion.

4

If the police think that the evidence points t @t of the accused
person, then they file a charge sheet in t 0

Police investigations always have ducted in accordance
with the law and with full respect4or haman rights.

The police are not aIIoweG ure or beat or shoot anyone during

an investigation.
’
In court, the Public tcutor represents the interests of the State.

His role begins @nce,the police has conducted the investigation and
filed the char eet in the court.

osecutor is expected to act impartially and present the
terial facts, witnesses and evidence before the court.

Thedefence lawyer acts on behalf of the accused. He also
produces witnesses and evidence before the court in favour of his
client.
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The judge hears all the witnesses and any other evidence
presented by the prosecution and the defence.

Afterwards, he decides whether the accused person is guilty or
innocent.

It the accused is guilty, then the judge pronounces the sentenrce.

Witness: It refers to the person who is called upon in ive a
first-hand account of what he/she has seen, heard oriknoWws.

¢
Detention: It refers to the situation when the p@orcibly keeps
someone in custody.

Offence: Any act that is defined by S a crime.
Investigation: It refers to & xamination of the facts about
a crime.

Memo: It refers tg ficlalhote.

Cognizable: It fe\an offence for which the police may arrest a

person witho c urt’'s permission.

Cross- ine: To question the witness carefully who has already
bee ined by the opposite side to determine the truth of

hi testimony.

Evidence: It refers to the facts or signs that make you believe that
something is true.

Confession: Acceptance of an offence.
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Chapter 7

Understanding Marginalisation

Marginalization is when groups of people or communities are beij
excluded from the majority because of their language, custo
religion.

The people who lived in close association with forests ar own as
Adivasi. Around 8% of India’s population is Adivasi.
4

The religious practices and the languages @s is totally
different from the majority.

Due to deforestation activities fo purposes, Adivasis are

forced to migrate to cities.
The communities which erically small in relation to the rest
Minorities.

communities.

of population are know,
’
The Constitution ofNEprovides safeguards to protect minority
4

In India lims are considered as one of the minority community.

The % (According to 2001) of total population. But

according*to 2011 census the Muslims constituted 14.23% of total
o) ion.

Marginalisation is a complex phenomenon which requires a variety
of strategies, measures and safeguards to redress the situation to
protect the diversity.
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Marginalisation refers to a situation in which an individual or a group
of individuals is deprived of certain privileges or treated as different
from others.

Marginalisation is experienced in every sphere of life. Economic,
social, cultural and political factors work together to make certai
groups in society feel marginalised.

The term Adivasi means the original inhabitants. O

Adivasis have always been in close connection with fgs. They
are also known as ¢
Scheduled Tribes.

About 8% of India’s population is Adivasi:

'\&g:oups in India.

Adivasi dominated statesfare attisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Orissa, jarat, arashtra, Rajasthan, Andhra
Pradesh, West B the north-eastern states.

heir ancestors, village and nature spirits. They
influenced by different surrounding religious such
as Sha hist, Vaishnav, Christianity etc.

There are over 500 different A

is have their own languages, Santhali is one of them.

Adivasis are usually portrayed in colourful costumes and headgear.
Their dances are also unique.

It is the general belief of the people that Adivasis are exotic,
primitive and backward. But it is not so in reality.
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Forests played a very significant role in the life of the Adivasis.
Adivasis had deep knowledge of forests. History is witness that big
empires heavily depended on Adivasis for the crucial access to
forest resources.

But today they are considered marginalised communities.

The pre-colonial Adivasis were basically hunter-gatherer
nomads. They practised shifting cultivation. Some Adivas
cultivated in one place. C’

Slowly and steadily they began to migrate bec fconomic
changes, forest policies, * etc. Thus, they | ic/access to
forests.

The forest land that once belongv sis, were cleared for
different purposes such as agriculture®and industry.
According to official figures; e than 50% of persons displaced
due to mines and nJini§ ojects are tribals.

’
Another recent data s that 79% of the persons displaced from
the states of Andhra desh, Chhattisgarh, Orissa and Jharkhand

tribals.

With the of access to forests Adivasis lost their means of
livelinoo®bAs a result, they migrated to cities in search of work.

In the cities, they lead a very miserable life. Their children are
malnourished. They have no access to education.
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45% of tribal groups in rural areas and 35% in urban areas live
below the poverty
line.

The term minority refers to the communities that are numerically
small in relation to the rest of the population.

People belonging to majority group may suppress or overpoewer
minority communities. This may lead to their marginalisation.
Hence, it is necessary to protect their interest. Our Cgnstitution
provides safeguards to them.

The Muslim community is also socially marginalised.

Muslims are 13.4 % of India’s populatien.§L hey have over the years
been deprived of the benefits of sacio-economic development. They
have little access to education. They are deprived of basic
amenities like water, electrigity.in public employment too they
always lag behind to other communities.

The government is Very,active to improve the condition of the
Muslim community:

It set-up a high®level committee in 2005 to examine the social,
economic ‘@neheducational status of the Muslim Community in India.
The repert,discusses in detail the marginalisation of this community.
It suggests that on a range of social, economic and educational
indieators the situation of the Muslim community is comparable to
total of other marginalised communities like Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes.

Muslim customs and practices such as wearing burga and fez make
them different from others. Because of this, they tend to be
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identified differently and some people think that they are not like the
‘rest of us’. This often becomes an excuse to treat them unfairly.

This social marginalisation of Muslims has led to them migrating
from places where they have lived.

In our country, there are several marginalised communities |i
Dalits.

It is quite essential to bring these communities in the %i?tream SO
that they may avail access to rights, development and cther

opportunities. @ ¢

Marginalisation: The term refers to the ittation in which an
individual or a group of individuals is ed of certain privileges
or treated as different from others.

Adivasi: It literally means &@g abitants’.

Hierarchy: A graded sys r arrangement of persons or things.
These who find tHe avail the least power.
Mainstream: p%communities that are considered to be at

the centre iety.

Dis eople who are forced to move from their homes for

easons such as construction of dams, etc.

Militarised: An area where the presence of the armed forces is
considerable.

Malnourished: One who does not get adequate food.
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Ghettoization: Ghettoisation is a process in which an area or
locality is populated largely by.members of a particular community.

O

.
3

S

¥
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Chapter 8

Confronting Marginalisation

Confronting refers to the way in which groups and individuals
challenge the existing inequalities.

In many cases, the marginalised groups are derived fro
Fundamental Rights. In this case, they forced the go
enforce these laws.

4
The marginalised groups also influenced t @ment to frame
new laws. The abolition of untouchabilitygdsionevef such examples.

The Constitution always tries to e cial and Cultural Justice
to the marginalised groups. The gove ent has framed many

schemes and policies for t lised groups and made efforts
to promote them.
Reservation is one :dhich plays an important role in
providing social justiceto Dalits and Adivasis.
* 9

For the saf of Dalits, the government has framed SC and
ST (F& f Atrocities) Act, 1989.
T ct also helps the Adivasis to defend their right to occupy

that traditionally belonged to them.

Adivasis, Dalits, Muslims, and women come under marginal groups.
These groups experience inequality and discrimination at every
level in society. As this hurt them, they want to come out of this.
They often challenge existing inequalities.

35 www.jkchrome.com www.jkchrome.com www.jkchrome.com



They argue that simply by being citizens of a democratic country,
they process equal rights that must be respected. Many of them
look up to the Constitution to address their concerns.

The Constitution provides Fundamental Rights which are available
to all Indians equally, including the marginalised groups.

But as the marginalised groups fail to enjoy equal rights, is
the government to enforce laws.

The government, as a result, frame new laws in keep@ith the

spirit the Fundamental Rights. 14
Untouchability has been abolished. Thi s‘that no one can
henceforth prevent Dalits from educati emselves, entering

temples, using public facilities, etc

Our Constitution States tha g‘r of India shall be
discriminated against on@ is of religion, race, caste, sex or
n

place of birth. This has ed by Dalits to seek equality where
it has been denied .

There are specific laysjand policies for the marginalised groups in
our country.

ent sets up a committee or undertakes a survey and
an effort to promote such policies in order to give
nities to specific groups.

The government tries to promote social justice by providing for free
or subsidized hostels for students of Dalit and Adivasi communities.
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The Government’s reservation policy is a very significant effort to
end inequity in the system.

The laws which reserve seats in education and government
employment for Dalits and Adivasis are based on an important
argument that in a society like ours, where for centuries section
the population have been denied opportunities to learn and t K
in order to develop new skills or vocations, a democratic
government must assist these sections. O

Governments across the country have their own list ogé or
Dalits, STs, and backward and most backward esy The central
government too has its list.

Students applying to educational institutions ‘and those applying for
posts in government are expected t ish proof of their caste or
tribe status in the form of caste ertificates.

If a particular Dalit caste o @1 tribe is on the government list,
then a candidate from th@ or tribe can avail of the benefit of

reservation. \ l
L 2

Besides policies, ther&are also specific laws to protect the rights of
marginalised dhities.

The Sc ed Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of

Atro Act

c to being in 1989 to. protect Dalits and Adivasis from the
ination of the powerful communities.

Dalit: The term Dalit means ‘broken’ or oppressed socially and
economically.
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Confront: To come face to face or to challenge someone or
something. In the chapter, the word refers to groups that challenge
their marginalisation.

Policy: A well-planned course of action that provides direction for
the future, sets goals to be achieved or lays out guidelines to b
followed and acted upon.

Ostracise: To socially boycott an individual and his fafio

Dispasses: To give up ownership or authority.
4

Morally reprehensible: An act that violate Q\s of decency
and dignity that society believes in.

their views strongly.

Assertive: An individual or a groxpresses themselves and
Manual Scavenging: It r@e manual practice of removing

human and animal waste creta with the help of brooms, tin
plates and baskets latrines and carrying it on the head to
disposal grounds.

4
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Chapter 9

Public Facilities

Government plays an important role in providing pub’ facilities t
everyone. It should provide safe drinking water to the people
also take care of Sanita. facilities.

Public facilities relate to people’s basic needs. Any ﬁ@:ociety

requires these facilities.
4

The right to life that the Constitution guara Qr all persons
living in the country.

It is the responsibility of the gover provide these facilities

as private companies give thesefaci at high rates.

When the resources are@ alternative sources are to be
ai

searched for, like in C
2
Public facilities relax ur basic needs such as water, health,
L 2

education, etc.

The g?$e is expected to play a major role in providing public
faciliti .

the basic need of people. It is essential for life and for good

hea

Safe drinking water can prevent several water-borne diseases such
as diarrhea, dysentery, cholera, etc. Unfortunately, India has the
largest number of cases of these diseases.
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Children below the age of five reportedly die every day because of
these diseases.

It means safe drinking water is not available to all.

Our constitution recognizes the Right to Water as being a part of
the Right to Life under Article 21. It means that there should be
universal access to water. But in reality, it does not happen=so.

Not only water but other public facilities such as healthcare,
electricity, public transport, schools and colleges also néed to be
provided for all.

The chief feature of a public facility is that oace 1t is provided, its
benefits can be shared by several pegplefFor example, if an area is
supplied with electricity it means that theentire people of that area
can use its benefit.

One of the most importantfanctions of the government is to ensure
that public facilities areqmade available to everyone.

The government getsymeney for public facilities from the taxes
collected from the people.

The goverament is empowered to collect these taxes and use them
for suchpregrammes. For example, to supply water the government
has tQ ineur costs in pumping water, carrying it over long distances,
layingedown pipes for distribution, treating the water for impurities,
andfinally, collecting and treating waste water. It meets these
expenses partly from the various taxes that it collects and partly by
charging a price for water. This price is set so that most people can
afford a certain minimum amount of water for daily use.
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Although public facilities should be made available to all, in reality,
we find their shortage. As mentioned above water is a public facility
of great importance. But the tragedy is that it is not available to all.

The poor are the worst sufferers because they don’t have money to
purchase water from private companies.

Crisis of water becomes acute during the summer month
several cities of the country. 0

The shortage in municipal water is increasingly being@ by an
expansion of private companies who are sellin ¥for profit.

A shortage of municipal water is often takemas a sign of failure of
the government.
Our constitution recognizes m t;e public facilities as being a

part of the Right to Life. Nowit is government’s responsibility to
see that these rights are @ d so that everyone can lead a

good life.
’
Public facilities: T be associated with our basic needs such as

publiGjtransport, etc.

s: Universal access is achieved when everyone
ccess to a good condition or can also afford it.

ion: Provision of facilities for the safe disposal of human
urine€ and feces.

Company: A company is a form of business set up by people or by
the government.
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Chapter 10 O
Law and Social Justice C)

4
Enforcement of the law is important to protect @hts of
minorities from the majority. In order to en bolition of child
labor, the government has to regularly in§péect the factories and

guaranteed by the Indian joh. For instance, Right against
Exploitation:

punish those who violate the law.
Many of these laws have their %n ;;e Fundamental Rights
L%ti;&

. According t&% no one can be forced to work on low
wages or und dage
- No child below thgyage of 14 years shall be employed in

shop ies or mines.
The E vironment Protection Act), 1986 came into force soon
after hopal Gas Tragedy and is considered umbrella legislation
asjit,filled many gaps in the existing laws.

The Environment Protection Act authorizes the central government
to protect and improve environmental quality, and control and
reduce pollution from all sources. It prohibits or restricts the setting
or operation of any industrial facility on environmental grounds.
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According to the 2001 census, over 12 million children in [ndia
between the age group of 5 and 14 worked in various occupations.
In 2006, the Government of India amended the Child Labour
Prevention Act.

Minimum Wages Law deals with the wages of the workers, ensufing
that they are not underpaid and this is updated every year.

There is also a law to protect the interest of the producers and
consumers in the market. So, laws are there to ensurné the
relationship between the worker, consumer and produees They are
governed in an un-exploitative manner.

Markets tend to be exploitative of peoplegTherefore the government
makes certain laws to protect people from sueh exploitation. These
laws try to check unfair practices in the markets.

Private companies, contractors,%etChin order to make maximum
profits might deny workers_their rights and not pay them wages.

In this regard, thegeis a,law on minimum wages which ensures that
workers are paid fdigly:

The governmentyis also keen to protect the interests of producers
and consumeérsiin the market. There are also laws for them.

These [aws ensure that the relations between the worker, consumer
and preducer are governed in a manner that is not exploitative.

Well, laws are there to protect various interests. But what is
important in this regard is the implementation of these laws. Unless
these laws are enforced it will be difficult to protect the weak from
the strong.
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To ensure that every worker gets fair wages, the government has to
regularly inspect work sites and punish those who violate the law.

Through making, enforcing and upholding these laws, the
government can control the activities of individuals or private
companies in order to ensure social justice.

In October 2006, the government amended the Child Labour
Prevention Act, banning children under 14 years of age ffom
working as domestic servants or as workers in dhaba$, restaurants,
etc. It made employing these children punishable offeRses

Bhopal Gas Tragedy is the world’s worst industfialtragedy that took
place in the year 1984. Union Carbide (U@), anMmerican company,
had a factory in Bhopal in which it produced pesticides. At midnight
on 2 December 1984 methyl-isocyapidey(MIC), a highly poisonous
gas, started leaking from this VC_ plant which took numerous lives.
Among those who survived, many‘developed severe respiratory
disorders, eye problems etcAChildken developed peculiar
abnormalities.

The disaster was hetan aecident. Union Cabinet had deliberately
ignored the essential'safety measures in order to cut costs.

Although W€, stopped its operations, it left behind tons of toxic
chemicals Which have seeped into the ground to contaminate water.

25)years later, people are still fighting for justice, for safe drinking
water, for healthcare facilities and jobs for the people poisoned by
UcC.

Now the question arises why Union Carbide set up its plant in India.
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Foreign companies usually come to India for cheap labor. Here,
they can save costs and earn higher profits.

Lower working conditions including lower safety measures are used
as ways of’ cutting costs. In the UC plant, every safety device was
malfunctioning.

In India, there is so much unemployment, that there are many
workers who are willing to work even in unsafe conditions,in return
for a wage. Employers take advantage of this.

The government must ensure that safety laws arefimplemented. It is
also the duty of the government to ensure that the Right to Life
guaranteed by the Constitution is not violated.

The Bhopal disaster shows lacking @n the government’s part. There
were weak safety laws and theseitoo'were not enforced.

Government officials refuged toyrecognize the plant as hazardous
and allowed it to come upyin a crowded locality. In this way, the
safety of the peoplewas disregarded both by the government and
by private companies.

In the year, the*Bhopal gas tragedy took place, there were few laws
protectingth&environment in India. The environment was treated
as a freg'eptity and any industry could pollute the air and water
withauteany restrictions.

ThesBhopal disaster brought the issue of the environment to the
forefront.

The Indian government introduced new laws on the environment.
Henceforth, the polluter was to be held accountable for the damage
done to the environment.
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Laws were important not only for the workers but also for those who
might be injured due to industrial accidents.

* One of the prime responsibilities of the government is to make
appropriate laws and to enforce them. Laws that are weak and
poorly enforced can cause a serious disaster.

Consumer: One who buys goods for personal use.

Producer: A person or an organisation that produce@is for
sale in the market.

4
Investment: It refers to the money that is urchase new
machinery or buildings or training so as able to increase

production in the times to come.
Hazardous: Condition that%&a;gers.
0\\&

*
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